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Abstract

Several decades it has been proposed that infections may be responsible for the accelerated
development of atherosclerosis. The initiation of the atherosclerotic plaque is described as
focal accumulation of lipids. This explains the importance of plasma lipids in the
development of atherosclerosis. Recent reports point towards a possible association
between periodontal disease and increased risk for cardiovascular disease. Thus,
periodontitis and cardiovascular disease may share common risk factors, and association
between periodontitis and coronary heart disease may be due to the elevated levels of
plasma lipids. Epidemiological and clinical studies have also suggested that there is a
relationship between periodontal disease and impaired lipid metabolism. In this review, we
summarized the potential link mechanisms in the association between periodontal infection
and serum lipids.
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